Feb, 4 , 1972 



Alpes 966 
Mexico 10, DF 



Dear Harold: 



Thanks again for all the attention you give to my Ian Fleming world. 

I did call the American ^n'ba ssy tc check the statute of limitations 
and they told ma to come over and look for myself I Time so far has 
prevented me and a local lawyer was supposed to let me know but hasn't* 

as to taping , of course ytf re right and it certainly is easier, 
however, I took notes on all interviews and went horn# and Immediately 

»ut to ihe m&3% revealing facial chance i.orz. etc, ' 

isn't that much left to my memory after all which I don't 
rely on in the first place* 



typed 



the nw 
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As things stand, X think the deadline on the RD story may be 
stretched since they r re having internal trouble and the editor 
is resigning; I really hope I can hold out until the book comes 
out because. I f ll know what is left out a nd where I can continue 
to investigate - and what information I might have now that Is 
perplexing might be revealing. Incidentally, Jules Striso wrote 
me he contacted an attorney In Qalif. to the effect that Hinckle 
who is one of the authors of this book, and was editor of Ramparts 
when I researched for them, isxHKlti&g and is. going to sue Hinckle 
when the book comes out b ee au s e h a 0 la j n s HI 1 ; c 1 ' 1 0 u ad h \ r. „ V; h i . 
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• 3 !);l Ramparts then, Sol Stern, made the fortunate mistake 

of writing to Striso to the effect he led them to the Kaplan easeL 
Striso believes like you, that it is better to wait until the book 
comes out before taking action. However, I followed your original 
advice which was to go on record before the book comes out - to the 
effect litigation may be forthcoming because using my material may 
be illegal. I wrote only this to an attorney handling the book 
for Hinckle. I didn't write it to anyone else. It is wierd because 
I haven't heard from this attorney who happens by chance to be a 
good friend of mine. I wrote him to this effect over a month ago. 

He might be in a heluvan embarrassing position because he might not 
have 'known at the beginning that Hinckle might have needed authorization 
from me (if he does, actually), and upon finding out now that the 
book is about to come out - well, I can only speculate. What do 
you think? 

1 

If I read you correctly, your English rep. might be interested in 
not only making a movie on my mad friends and I on the disappeared 
Cortes route, but ho might be interested in a book?, movie? on my 
first person story of Kaplan. Also, the fantastic story you tell 
about this woman - are you suggesting I collaborate with someone? 

To be very honest about it, any of the above would be alright with 
me PROVIDED I got an advance and wag free to concentrate without 
having to think about money. I almost don't know of any other way 
to do it. And speaking of filming In Mexico is an excellent idea. 

In fact some friends and I are at the moment talking to the producer 
of El Topo which took NY art. theatres 'by storm, re a tribe of 
Jewisn Indians here. Fantastic tale. They have a synagogue, torah, 
etc., albeit Mexican characteristics. They are said to have been 
inquisition escapees who intermarried which could explain their 



sncniax controversial origins. If we could do this we'd have a 
fantastic market In any capital In the world that has a lot of 
Jews- in Jewish organizations and in Israel itself. There are 
reportedly Methodist Indians here, too, but if we have success 
with the first we’ll look into the second. Believing as I've 
said, that it's an audiovisual world, your English friend could 
turn out to be a golden calf for all of us. And, incidentally, 
if our producer, here won't bite maybe your Snglish one will. 

And, actually all of this would be a great relief from the 
backpain of typewriting. It would be creativity based on 
research which is a very rewarding feeling. Like mixing the 
batter and taking out the cake at the right time, eating It, 
enjoying It, forgetting it . and going on to bake another another 
day. 

Awfully sorry about your finger. It turned out to be a lot worse 
than we first thought. Taping for you would be so much better than 
typing. 

% 

Be^t to Lil» Have you / ileard from Jerry? E 




